The epiphyseal dysplasias.
The epiphyseal dysplasias are a group of heterogeneous disorders characterized by defective or excessive bone formation in the secondary ossification centers of the tubular bones and sometimes the vertebrae. Most of them are caused by the defective action of mutant genes. Their pathogenesis is unknown. Differentiation of the various entities in this group is essential for the proper management and genetic counseling of the patients.